myeeed . BAKER & MILLER PLLC ./

Ofiice 91 P coeed f
.m0 ATTORNEYB snd COUNSELLORS
FEB i 3 {-u 2401 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, NW
BUITE 300
P“bp“%%%‘cotd WASHINGTON, DC 20037

TELEPHONE (207) 483-7820
FACBIMILE: (202) 883 7849

RORERT A, WiMD:aH (202) 8037824 (Dirug: Dral)
E-Mail rwimbishi@oshsrandmiilss ¢com

Februmy 13,2013

BY HAND DELIVERY

Cynthia T, Brown. Chief Z 3 87’0/ FEB 13 2013
Section of Administration. Office ol Proccedings ﬂ SUAFAGE

Surface Transportation Board WPOHTATIO

395 [Z Street, SW N BOARp

Washington DC 20423-0001

Re.  The Alahama Grear Southern Railroad Company — Abandonment Exemption
- In Gadsden, Etowah County, Alabama, STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No.
335X). and Tennessee. Alabama and Georgia Railway Company—
Abandonment Exemption - In Gadsden, Etowah County, Alabama. STB
Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

Deur Ms. Brown.

Pursuant to the Board’s abandonment class exemption procedures for lines with no
local business for at Ieast two vears (49 C.F.R. part 1152. subpart F), enclosed arc an original and
I I copices of jointly-filed venficd abandonment nolice of exemption for the abandonment of
interconnecting rail lines owned by the following Norfolk Southem Railway Company subsidiaries.
The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company, and Tennessee. Alabama, and Georgia Ranlway
Company

A check in the amount of $7.400.00 is enclosed 10 cover the applicable filing lees  Please
achnowledge receipt and filing of the joint notice of exemption by date stamping the enclosed
cleventh copy and returning it to the courer to return to me.

F fLE B | Sincercly.
FEB 132013 f\)ém

SUR L Robert A. Wimbish
TRANSPORTAF'ng' B Attorney for The Alabama Great Southern
OARD Railroad Company, and Tennessee. Alabama

and Georgia Railway Company
Enclosures

cc. Maquiling Parkerson. Marc Kirchner




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

WASIHINGTON, DC
233400

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

D
offce mﬂé&ﬂ‘“gs
rep 13 04 THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
ool 4 — ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
oytiicRESS! IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

2,50/

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X) g 3

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GFORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

FILED

&€ RECEIVED . FEB 13208
FEB 13 201 SURFACE
SUMFAGE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
YRANSPORTATION BOARD

Robert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave,, NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037

Tel: (202) 663-7824

Fax: (202) 663-7849

Attorney for The Alabama Great Southern
Railroad Company, and Tennessee, Alabama
February 13,2013 and Georgia Raiilway Company




BEFORE THFE.
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

' STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAII COUNTY, ALABAMA

STR Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSLEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

The Alabama Great Southein Railroad Company (“AGS™). and Tennessce, Alabama. and
Georgia Railway Company (“TAG™) — both wholly-owned railroad subsidiaries ol Norfolk
Southern Railway Company ("NSR™) — hereby jointly submit a verified notice of exemption
pursuant 10 49 C.F.R. part 1152, subpait I" (xempt Abandonments and Discontinuances of
Service and Trackage Rights) to abandon approximaicly 4.25 miles of interconnected rail line
located in Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama Specifically. AGS will abandon appioximately
3.10 miles of rail linc (1he “AGS Scgment™) extending between milepost 2.40 AG (nean Cabot
Avce. 1n Gadsden) and milepost 5 50 AG (near the intersection of River and Coosa Strects in
Gadsden). and TAG will abandon approximalely 1 15 miles of rail ling (the “"TAG Scgment”)

extending hetween milepost TA 90.30 (located between the north end ol Brookside Drive and




Owls lollow Road i Gadsden) and milepost TA 91 45 (at the TAG Segment’s connection with
the AGS Scgment west of N 5™ Street in Gadsden).!
In accordance with the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§ 1152 50(b) and (d). AGS and TAG

provide the Jollowing imformaiion in support of this abandonment notice

Certification: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b

AGS and TAG centify that the Line satisfics the cniteria for abandonment under the
cxemption provisions al 49 C.F.R. pan 1152. subpari F. Sce Certification of R.A Barle.
General Manager Western Region for Norlolk Southern Railway Company. attached hereto as
IExhibit A. During the past two years, there has been no local or overhead common carrier

service provided over the Line, nor have there been any requests for common cairier service

Proposced Consummation Date: 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(2

The abandonment will be consummated on or aller April 4, 2013 (50 days afier the filing

of the notice of exemplion)

Additional Information Required: 49 C.F.R. §8 1152.22(a)(1}-

Exact name ol applicants (49 C.I°.R. § 1152.22(a)(1)).

The Alabama Greal Southern Railroad Company
Tennessee. Alabama. and Georgia Rallway Company

Whether applicants are common carricrs by railroad (49 C.IF.R § 1152.22(a)(2)):

13oth AGS and TAG are common carricrs by railioad subject to the Board’s jurisdiction

under 49 U S C, Subuitle 1V

' Colleetively. the AGS Scgment and the TAG Segment will be referred to herein as the “Line ™




Relicf sought (49 C.FF R, § 1152.22(a)3))

Pursuant 10 this nouce of exemption, AGS will abandon the approximately 3.10-mile
AGS Segment extending between milepost 2.40 AG (near Cabot Ave. in Gadsden) and milepost
5.50 AG (ncar the intersection of River and Coosa Sircets in Gadsden), and TAG will abandon
the approximatcly 1.15-mile TAG Segment extending between milepost TA 90 30 (locaied
between the north end of Brookside Drive and Owls Hollow Road in Gadsden) and milepost TA
91 45 (at the TAG Segment’s connection with the AGS Segment west of N 5™ Street in
Gudsden). Collectively, AGS and TAG seek to abandon roughly 4 25 miles ol rail line located
in Gadsden. Etowah County. Alabama.

Map (49 C.F.R § 1152 22(a)(4)).

A dctailed map showing the location of the Line 1s attached hercto as Exhibit B

Applicant’s representative (49 C.I.R 8§ 1152.22(a)(7):

The representative of AGS and TAG 10 whom correspondence regarding this®
abandonment and discontinuance of service proceeding should be sent s as follows:

Robert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC

2401 Pennsylvania Ave.. NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20037

Tel  (202) 663-7824

Fax: (202)663-7849

USPS ZIP codes (49 C.F.R. §

‘The Line traverses United States Postal Zip Code werritory 35901 and 35904.

Suitability of the Line for Other Public Purposes (49 C 1" R. § 1152.22(c)(4))

AGS and TAG have no opiion as to whether or not the Line and its nght-olf-way would
be suited for other public purposes. AGS and TAG are unaware of any plans largeting any or all

of the subject nght-of-way [or such purposes  The Line does not contain ledeially-granted right-




of-way. As appropriate. AGS and TAG are willing promptly o make available any information
N ils possession Lo anyone 5o requesting il.
Lahor Protection

Because the Line has been out of service lor over two years, 1t is unlikely that any
railroad employees will be adversely affected by exercise ol abandonment and discontinuance
authorily. However, as a condition te cxcercise of the authority permitted in this matier. AGS and
TAG will accept the imposition of standard labor protective conditions as sct forth m Oregon

Short Ling R. Co — Abandonment — Goshen. 360 1.C C 91 (1979)

Certifications

Auached hereto as IExhibil C are Certificates ol Service and Publication certifying that
AGS and TAG have complied with the advance notice and newspaper publication requirements
sct forth a1 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50{(d)(1) and 49 C F.R. § 1105 12, respectively, Autached as
Exhibit D1s a certification of' compliance with the advance notice requirements for

Environmental and Historie Repoits as set forth a1 49 C.F.R § 1105.11




Environmental and Historic Reporit

As is reflected in uis centification of compliance with the provisions of 49 C.F R §

1105.11 (Exhibit D), AGS and TAG have prepared a consolidated Enviionmental and Historic

Report ("E&IIR™) [or the Line. which conforms to the requirements of 49 C.F.R §§ 1105 7 and

1105.8. A copy of that E&HR is altached hereto as Attachment | to 1.xhibit D (§ 1105.11

certification).

February 13. 2013

Respectlully submitled,

R4 feebial
Robert A. Wimbish

BAKER & MILLER PLLC
2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Suite 300

Washington, DC 20037
Tel:  (202) 663-7824

Fax  (202) 663-7849

Attorney for The Alabama Gream Southern
Railroad Company. and Tennessec,
Alabama. and Georgia Railway Compuny




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, BC

STB Docket No, AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAI COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

VERIFICATION




Verification

I, John Friedmann, Vice President for Norfolk Southern Raillway Company, parent company of
The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company ("AGS") and Tennessee, Alabama, and
Georgia Railway Company ("TAG"), hereby verify under penalty of perjury that to the best of my
knowledge the foregoing abandonment notice of exemption is true and correct. Further, | certify
that | am qualified and authorized to make such verification on behalf of NSR in connection with
this proceeding before the Surface Transportation Board.

Executed this 10™ day of December, 2012.

M~ —.

John H Frniedmann
Vice President




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASIINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAIH COUNTY, ALABAMA

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT A

CERTIFICATION




CERTIFICATION
STATE OF GEORGIA:
88,

CITY OF ATLANTA:

R. A Bartle makes oath and says that he is General Manager Western
Region for Norfolk Southern Raillway Company; that the rail line between Mileposts
240 AG and 5.50 AG, and between mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45, over which
service is to be abandoned, is subject to his supervision and direction, that no Jocal
traffic has moved over the line for at least two years, that no overhead traffic has moved
over the line for at least two years and that overhead traffic, if there were any, could be
rerouted over other lines; and that no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on
the line or a state or local government entity acting on behalf of such user regarding
cessation of service over the line either 1s pending before the Surface Transportation

Board or any U. S. District Court or has been decided in favor of the complainant within

Tl AL 2

R A Bartle

the two-year period.

Subscribed and swqrn to before me
this _| Q¥ day ofﬂm%jm,_, 2012.

Notary A;blic

My commission expires:

L\!ao{ 15
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SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT FXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

STB Dacket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT B

MAP
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STRB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAII COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT C

CERTIFICATIONS OF
SERVICE/PUBLICATION




Certificate of Service of Advance Notice

49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1) — Neotice

I certify that, on January 29, 2013, in keeping withd9 CF R § 1152.50(d)(1). [ caused
the following pantices 10 be served with the wnitien notice of intent of The Alabama Great
Southern Railroad Company, and Tennessee, Alabama. and Georgia Railway Company to usc the
Board’s notice of exemption procedures (e abandon approximaitcly 4 25 miles of ral Line located

in Zlowah County. Alabama-

Public Service Commission

Britt Roberts. Director

Public Service Commussion of Alabama
Transportation Division

P.0. Box 304260

Montgomery. Al. 36130

(334) 242-5980

Department of Defense (Military Traffic Management Command, Transportation
Engincering Agency, Railroads for National Defense Program

David Dorfiman

SDDC TEA

Railroads (or Natonal Defense
709 Ward Dr.. Bldg. 1990
Scott AFB. IL 62225

(618) 220-5741

The National Park Service, Recreation Resources Assistance Division

Charlic Stockman

National Park Service

Rivers & Trails Conservation Program

1201 Eye Street. NW. 9th Floor (Org. Code 2220)
Washington. D C. 20005

(202) 354-6900




U.S. Department of Agriculture, Chief of the Forest Service

Thomas L. Tidwell, Chiel

Forest Service

U.S Depariment of Agncullure
Sidncy R. Yales Federal Building
201 14th Street SW

Washinglon, DC 20024

(202) 205-8439

S/W Sandy Berg, Office Manager

Febiuary 13,2013 R [ 74 , a 1’

Robert A. Wimbish

Attoiney for The Alabama Great Sotnthern
Railroad Company, and Tennessee, Alabama.
and Georgia Rinlway Company




Certificate of Newspaper Publication

49 C.F.R. § 1105.12 — Newspaper Notice

| certify that a “Notice of Intent to Abandon and to Disconunue Rail Service™ was
published in the form prescribed by the Board for abandonment notices of exemption (49 C.F.R
§ 1105.12). The notice was published one time on February 1. 2013, in The Gadsden Times, a

newspaper of general circulation in Elowah County. Alabama.

February 13.2013 R4 m
Robert A. Wimbish
Altorney lor The Alabama Greut Southern
Railroad Company, and Tennessce. Alabama.

and Georgia Railway Company
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GADSDLN TIMES

The Gadsden Tinies

401 Locust Streel, P O Box 188 Gadsden, AL 35901
(205)549-2000 In Siate Walts Line:1-800-762-2464

STATE OF ALABAMA

ETOWAH COUNTY

Belore me, Karen McBrayer, a Nolary Public, and in for said County, in
said state, personally appeared Vivian Jordan, who Is known 1o me, and

who, after being by me duly swomn, deposes and says under oath as
follows

That she is an employee of The Gadsden Times, a newspaper published
in said County, in said State, and authorized under the laws of the State
ot Alabama 1o carry advertising. That as such employee, she has
knowledge of facts hereinafler stated, and that she is authonzed by said
newspagper, (o make this affidavit:

is_atlached to said affidavit legal advertising of the
which was printed in The Gadsden
regularly circulated editions on
L 2013 and that the clipping attached to
is afidavit ¢gopistitutes an exacl and true copy of said advertisement as it
appeared in THe Gadsden Times on dates shown above.

Cost of advertising $ / éﬁ: /[

s

Subg;nbed and sworn to by me on this the [ day of .
20

zubzcilbed and z_vrorn to before me on this the ( gay of
, 20/3

NOTARY PUBLI
My commlssron axpires

? , Y, 20/3




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
- ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

EXHIBIT D

CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE
WITH ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORIC REPORT REQUIREMENTS




Environmental and Histonic Report

Ceruficate of Service

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7(b) and 49 C.F R. § 1105.8(c), the undersigned
hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Reporl in Docket No AB-290
(Sub-No 335X} was mailed via first class mail on November 6, 2012 to the following parties-

Alabama Department of Envirenmental
Management

Director's Office

P.0O. Box 301463

Montgomery, AL 36130-1463

Heinz Mueller

Regional EPA - Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street SW

Room 9125

Atlanta, GA 30303 - 8960

Philip Hinesley

Alabama Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources

Lands Division — Coastal Sechon

31115 Five Rivers Boulevard

Spanish Fort, AL 36527

Dr William Plunkett

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

P O Box 311

Auburn, AL 36831 - 0311

Fish and Wildlife Services
Region 4

1208 B Main Street
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

USACE

Brian Zettle

Planning Division

109 St Joseph Street
Mobile, AL 36602

W

Marcellus C. Kirchner
November 6, 2012

Sherman Guyton, Mayor
City of Gadsden

P.O. Box 267

Gadsden, Alabama 35902

Patrick Simms, CEO
Etowah County Commussion
800 Forrest Avenue
Gadsden, AL 35901

Alabama Highway Department
1409 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110

Alabama Histoncal Commission
468 South Perry Street
Montgomery, AL 36104

Nahional Park Service
Southeast Region

100 Alabama Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

Charlie Slockman

National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Program
1201 Eye Street, NW 8" fioor
Washington D C 20005

National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Service Division
Roorn 9202 NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

USEPA

Anel Rios Building

1200 Pennsyivania Ave , NW
Washington, D C 20004




ATTACHMENT 1
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

INCLUDING SAMPLE TRANSMITTAL LETTER




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)
THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
BETWEEN MILEPOST 2.4 AG AND MILEPOST 5.5 AG
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

AND

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)
TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
BETWEEN MILEPOST TA 90.30 AND MILEPOST TA 91.45
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

November 6, 2012




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)
THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
BETWEEN MILEPOST 2.4 AG AND MILEPOST 5.5 AG
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

AND

STB DOCKET NO. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)
TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY

PROPOSED RAIL LINE ABANDONMENT
BETWEEN MILEPOST TA 90.30 AND MILEPOST TA 91.45
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

Combined Environmental and Historic Report

The Alabama Great Southern Rallroad Company (AGS) and Tennessee,
Alabama and Georgia Raillway Compény (TAG), both wholly-owned subsidiaries of
Norfolk Southern Railway Company (NSR), submit this Combined Environmental and
Historic Report (‘EHR") pursuant to 49 C F R. § 1105.7(e) and 49 C F.R. § 1105.8(d),
respectively, for an exempt abandonment of 3 10 miles of AGS rail line between
Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and 1.15 miles of TAG rail line between mileposts TA
90 30 and TA 91.45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. The two

segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County,

Alabama




ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

49 CFR 1105.7{e}{1) Proposed Action and Alternatives.
Describe the proposed achon, ncluding commodities transporited, the ptanned
disposition (if any} of any rail ine and other structures that may be involved, and any
possible changes in current operations or maintenance praclices. Also descnbe any
reasonable alternalives o the proposed action Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project
RESPONSE. AGS proposes to abandon 3 10 miles of rail line between

Miteposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and TAG proposes to abandon 1 15 miles of rail ine
between Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91 45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be
abandoned. The two segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in
Etowah County, Alabama The lines have been out of service for over two years.

Following abandonment, the line segments’ track and track materials will be
salvaged. Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structures from the
existing roadbed The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing
drainage systems will remain intact. When the track structures are removed, the
contractor will smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast will be removed, and no
soil disturbance will occur (so no Nalional Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permit will be required). No digging or burying of any kind will be permitted. All track
matenal is removed and steel components are either reused or sold as scrap. Crossties
may be reused in other railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable
federal and state laws and regulations. Bridges on the line segments typically will be

removed.

The alternative to abandonment is to not abandon the lines and retan the track in




place. This alternative is not satisfactory The railroads would incur opportunity and
other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were
this line segment to be retained.

A map delineating the lines proposed for abandonment i1s attached as Appendix
A. An example of NSR's letter to federal, state and local government agencies, along
with a list of the consulting agencies NSR has contacted, are attached as Appendix B.
Responses to the letter or other comments received as a result of consultations can be
found in Appendix C

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(2) Transportation system.
Describe the effects of the proposed aclion on regronal or local transportation systems
and patterns Eslimale the amount of traffic (passenger or freight) that will be diverted fo
other fransportation systems or modes as a resull of the proposed action.

RESPONSE: Effects of the proposed action on regional or local transportation
systems and patterns.are expecled to be neglgibie. There is no rail freight or
passenger traffic on the hine segments proposed for abandonment

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(3) Land use.
() Based on consullation with local and/or regional planming agencies and/or a review
of the official planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action 1s consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any
mceonsistencies.

RESPONSE. An outline of future land use plans has been requested from the
City of Gadsden and the Etowah County Commission. These agencies were also
asked to comment on the consistency of the proposed abandonment with existing land

use plans A copy of the response from the Etowah County Commission is attached as

part of Appendix C




(i) Based on consullation with the U.S Soil Conservation Service, stale the effect of
the proposed action on any pnme agnculfural land

RESPONSE: Consultation was requested from The United States Depariment of
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service A copy of its response stating
that the proposed area does not contain prime farmland 1s attached in Appendix C.

(iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a designaled coastal zone, nclude the
coaslal zone mformation required by Sec 1105.9

RESPONSE- Consultation was requested from Alabama Department of
Conservaton and Natural Resources, Larnds Division — Coastal Section.

{iv) If the proposed action is an abandonment state whether or not the nght-of-way is
Stntable for altemative public use under 49 U.S.C. 10908 and explain why

RESPONSE"  The railroads may not have fee ttle to the entire right-of-way
underlying the ine segments proposed for abandonment, therefore, the railroads may
not have a contiguous corndor available for altemative pubhc use NSR is not aware of
whether there may be any state or local plans that may be facilitated by the proposed
abandonment, and has no opinion about whether the right of way would be suitable for
allernative public purposes,

49 CFR 1105.7(e){(4) Encrgy.
(1) Describe the effact of the proposed action on transportation of energy resources.

RESPONSE: Development and transportation of energy resources will not be
affected by the abandonment. No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the lines,

and the ine did not carry any energy resources when last in operated

(i) Describe the effect of the proposed aclion on recyclable commodities.




RESPONSE Movement or recovery of recyclable commaodities will not be
affected by the abandonment No freight or passenger traffic is moving over the lines,
and the lines did not carry recyclable commodities when last in operated

(ni) State whether the proposed aclion will resull in an increase or decrease in overall
energy efficiency and explain why.

RESPONSE. The proposed action involves the abandonment and salvage of
inactive rail line segments, and as such will not result in an increase or decrease in
overall energy efficiency

(iv} If the proposed aclion will cause diversions from rail o molor carriage of more than.
(A) 1.000 rail carloads a year; or

(B) An average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the affecled line,
quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and show the data and
methodology used fo arrive at the figura given

RESPONSE' No traffic will be so diveried
498 CFR 1105.7(e){5) Air.

(i) If the proposed action will result in either:

(A} An increase in rail traffic of at least 100 percent (measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of al least eight trains a day on any segment of rail ine affected
by the proposal, or

(B) An increase in rail yard activily of al least 100 percent (measured by carload
achvily), or

(C) An average increase in lruck lraffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily
traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any affected road segment, quantify the anticipated effect
on air emissions.

RESPONSE The above thresholds will not be exceeded

(1) If the proposed action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air
Act, and will result in either:

(A) An increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percen! {measured in gross ton miles
annually) or an increase of at leas! three frains a day on any segment of rail line,

(B) An increasa in rail yard aclivily of at least 20 percent (measured by carioad activily),
or

(C} An average increase in truck traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily




traffic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road segment, then slate whether any expecled
increased envissions are within the paramelers established by the Stale Implementation
Plan.

RESPONSE. The above thresholds will not be exceeded. Etowah County
Alabama is in attainment for all National Ambient Arr Quality Standard (NAAQS)
pollutants according to the U.S Environmental Protection Agency, with the exception of
1-hr ozone, 8-hr ozone and particulate matter

(ni} If transportalion of ozone depleting malenals (such as nilrogen oxide and Freon®)
1s contemplated, identify the materials and quanhity; the frequency of service; safely
praclices (including any speed restrictions), the applicanl’s safely record (lo the extent
available) on derailmenis, accidents and spills; contingency plans lo deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of ozone depleling materials
in the event of a collision or derailment

RESPONSE" Not applhcable,
49 CFR 1105.7(e)(6) Noise.

If any of the thresholds identified i tem (5)(i) of this sechion are surpassed, slale
whether the proposed action will cause.

(i} An incremental increase in noise lgvels of three decibeis Ldn or more, or

(i) An increase fo a noise level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater.

If so, identify sensilive receplors (e g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences,
relirement communities, and nursing homes} in the project area, and quantify the noise
increase for these receplors if the thresholds are surpassed.

RESPONSE: The above thresholds will not be exceeded

49 CFR 1105.7(c)(7) Safety.

(1) Describe any effecis of the proposed action on public health and safely (including
vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings).




RESPONSE* Abandonment of the subject rail line segments will have no

significant effect upon public health or safety.

(ir) If hazardous materials are expected to be lransporied, identify the maienals and
quantity; the frequency of service; whether chemicals are beng transporied that, if
mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds; safety praclices (including any
speed restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments,
accidenls and hazardous spills; the conlingency plans to deal with accidental spills, and
the likehhood of an accidental release of hazardous malerials.

RESPONSE’ Not applicable.

(i) If there are any known hazardous wasle sites or siles where there have been
known hazardous matenals spills on the righi-of-way, identify the location of those siles
and the lypes of hazardous materials involved.

RESPONSE: The railroads have no knowledge of hazardous waste sites or sites
where there have been known hazardous material spills on or adjacent fo the subject
nght-of -way

49 CFR 1105.7{e)(8) Biological Resources.
(i) Based on consullalion with the U.S. Fish and Wildhfe Service, stale whether the
proposed action is hkely lo adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas
designated as a cntical habital, and if so, descnibe the effecls.

RESPONSE: The rairoads do not believe that any federally listed endangered
species or their habitats will be adversely affected. A consultation was requested from
the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to ascertain any impacts to surrounding
habitats and species USFWS has advised that would be no significant impact on fish
and wiidlife resources. The respense 1s attached in Appendix C.

(i) State whether wildlife sancluaries or refuges, Nalional or State parks or forests will
be affected, and describe any effects




RESPONSE: The line segments proposed for abandonment do not appear to
pass through state parks or forests, national parks or forests, or wildlife sanctuaries. No
adverse effects on wildlife sanctuanes, national parks or forests, or state parks or
forests are anticipated.

49 CFR 1105.7(e)(9) Water.
() Based on consultation with State water quahty officials, state whether the proposed
action 1s consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards
Describe any inconsistencies

RESPONSE* The rallroads do not intend to or alter the contour of the roadbed
underlying the rail lines to be abandoned by way of the excavation or other ground-
disturbance activty Accordingly, no soils will be disturbed, and no storm water mitigation or
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permits will be required There are no plans
to undertake in-stream work, or dredge and/or use any fill materials in connection with the
proposed abandonment, so, for this reason also the proposed abandonment will not result in
water qualty impacts. Consultation has been requested from the Alabama Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources and from the Alabama Department of Environmental
Management (ADEM) ADEM had referred the matter to its Water Division, which has
supplied the railroads with the Division's proposed project/activity review information See
Appendix C.

(i} Based on consultation with the U S Army Corps of Engineers, state whether
permils under section 404 of the Clean Water Acf (33 U S C. 1344) are required for the
proposed action and whether any designated wellands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected. Describe the effects.

RESPONSE. The geometry of the roadbeds will not be altered and no in-stream

work 1S contemplated. No discernible effects on either 100-year flood plains or adjacent




wetlands are expected in connection with the proposed abandonment. Consequently,
the railroads do not believe a Section 404 permit will be required in connection with the
proposed abandonment Consultation was requested form the US Army Corps of
Engineers, which confirmed that no permit will be required for the project The response
1s attached in Appendix C
(i) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Walter Act (33 U.S.C. 1342}
are required for the proposed action

RESPONSE. The railroads do not plan to remove or alter the roadbed underlying the
line to be abandoned, to undertake in-stream work or to dredge or use any fill matenals.
There will be no excavation or other ground-disturbance activity, and, because no soils wili
be disturbed, no storm water mitigation or National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
pemit will be required. The railroads anticipate that the abandonment will not affect water
qualty or require the issuance of a Section 402 permit under the Federal Water Pollution
Conirol Act. Nevertheless, NSR has requested input from the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.

49 CFR 1105.7(e){(10) Proposed Mitigation.

Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigale adverse environmental impacts,
indicating why the proposed miligation is appropriale

RESPONSE: Abandonment of the involved rail ines is not expected to produce
adverse environmental impacts. Only minimal physical activity may occur, such as
removal of rail, ties, and other railroad appurienances. The railroads will undertake all
reasonable mibgation associated with these activities to assure the abandonment does

not produce adverse environmental impacts.




HISTORIC REPORT

49 CFR 1105.8(d)
PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

AGS proposes to abandon 3 10 miles of rail ine between Mileposts 2.40 AG and
5 50 AG, and TAG proposes to abandon 1.15 miles of rail line between Mileposts TA
90 30 and TA 91 45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail ine to be abandoned The two
segments are contiguous and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County,
Alabama

Following abandonment the line's track and track materials will be salvaged
Salvage operations will consist of removing the track structure from the existing
roadbed The contours of the existing roadbed will remain as is and existing drainage
system will remain intact When the track structure 1s removed, the contractor will
smooth the roadbed to a level surface No ballast or soil will be removed. No digging or
burying of any kind will be permitted All track material is removed and steel
components are either reused or sold as scrap Crossties may be reused in other
railroad operations or disposed of in accordance with applicable federal and state laws
and regulations Bndges on the line segment typically will be removed

The alternative to abandonment is to forego abandonment, and retain the track
in place. This alternative 1s not satisfactory. The railroads woukl incur opporiunity and
other holding costs that would need to be covered by non-existent on-line shippers were
these line segments to be retained.

A map delineating the lines proposed for abandonment is attached in Appendix




A

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

{1) U.S.G.S. Topographic Map - Maps were furnished to Alabama Historical
Commission

(2) Written Description of Right of Way — The right-of-way width ranges from 25
feet to 100 feet along the main track centerline of the TAG line and 50 feet along the
main track centerline of the AG line The lines pass through suburban residential areas
Pursuant to Surface Transportation Board (STB) policy, the raffroads’ nght-of-way will
conslitute the Area of Potential Effect (APE) for this undertaking.

{3) Photoqraphs — Photographs are attached of the four bridge structures

(4) Date of Construction of Structures — The construction dates for the bndges on
the AG line segment are as follows the bridge at Milepost 2.9 AG was built in 1950, the
bridge at Milepost 3 2 AG was built in 1991, the bridge at Milepost 3.9 AG was built in
1991, and the bridge at Milepost 4.6 AG was built iIn 1949 No changes have been
made to the bridges other than penodic normal maintenance to replace worn
components There are no bridges or other structures on the TA line segment.

(5) History of Operations and Changes Contemplated - The lines that are the
subject of the related notice to the STB are 3 10 miles of rail line between 2.40 AG and
5.50 AG (the "AG Segment”), and 1 15 miles of rail inc between TA 90 30 and TA

91 45(the “TA Segment”), for a total of 4.25 miles The two segments are contiguous
and are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama.

Each of the two raill line segments to be abandoned belongs to a separate, but




related, railroad company. The AG Segment traces its history back to roughly 1877, and
the original Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company (O-AGS) O-AGS was
composed of smaller railroads: The Wills Valley Railroad Company, the North-East &
South-West Alabama Railroad Company, the Alabama & Chattanooga Railroad
Company, the Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company, and the Alabama Great
Southern Railroad Company Limited. The O-AGS system extended from Chattanooga,
TN to Meridian, MS.

The O-AGS was reorganized by Emile Erlanger and Company and became,
known as the Alabama Great Southern Raulway Company, Limited.

Southern Rallway Company (SR) obtained control of the Alabama Great
Southern Railway Limited in 1895. As of that year, Alabama Great Southern Railway,
Limited became known as the Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company (“AGS") and
it has since remained a subsidiary of SR and its successors In December 1990, SR
changed its name to Norfolk Southern Rallway Company

The TA Segment traces its history back to 1892, when it was constructed by the
Chattanooga Southern Railway (CSRY). The rails extended from Chattanooga, TN to
Gadsden, AL

In 1896, entered receivership, and was reorganized as the Chattanooga
Southern Railroad (CSRR). In 1911, CSRR becomes the Tennessee, Alabama, and
Georgia Railway, which, following yet another reorganization eleven years later became
Tennessee, Alabama, and Georgia Railroad (TAG) The TAG was built to haul coal, iron,

and tmber Southern Railway Company (SR) purchased the TAG and merged it into the




SR system in 1971 SR changed its name tc Norfolk Southern Railway Company in
1982,

(6) Summary of Documents In Carrier's Possession That Might Be Useful for

Documenting a Structure That Is Found To Be Historic - NSR may have

engineering plans for the structures on the AG line, NSR anticipates that these plans
will be standard (non-structure specific) plans, and thus would have been used In
connection with the construction of similar, contemporary structures on the dates of
construction. There are no structures on the TA line

{7) Opinion Regarding Criteria For Listing In The National Register Of Historic

Places — There are four siructures within the APE for this project. There are no
structures on the TA Segment.

AGS believes that neither the struciures on the ine nor the line itself meet the
cnteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. The four structures along
the AG Line that are 50 years old or older are bridges that are short in length and of
ordinary design and construction AGS believes that there is nothing distinguishing
these bndges from other 1n the region or on the NSR system generally. [n addition, the
rallroads have no reason to believe that there are archaeological resources or histonc
properlies on or immediately adjacent to the lines.

(8) Subsurface Ground Conditions That Might Affect Archacological
Recovery — The railroads are not aware of any prior subsurface ground disturbances or
envirenmental conditions that would affect archaeological recovery Moreover,

abandonment of the lines and salvage of material from its surface will not affect any




potential archaeological resources The subsurface of the right-of-way was initially
disturbed in the construction of the railroad lines by grading and filing Abandonment
and salvage of the lines will not result in activities below the surface, or below the level

of initial disturbance.

(9) Follow-Up Information - Additional information will be provided as appropriate




APPENDIX A
Site Map
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APPENDIX B
Agency Letters




RECIPIENT LIST

Proposed Rail Ling Abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line between Mileposts 2,40 AG and 5.50
AG, and 1.15 miles of rail linc between Mileposts TA 90.30 and TA 91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of
rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are located In the Gadsden area in Etowah County,

Alabama

Alabama Department of Environmental
Management

Director’s Olfice

P.0. Box 301463

Montgomery, AL 36130-1463

Heinz Mucller

Regional EPA — Region 4

Sam Nunn Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth Street SW

Room 9125

Allanta, GA 30303 — 8960

Philip Hinesley

Alabama Department of Conservaton and
Natural Resources

Lands Division — Coaslal Section

31115 Five Rivers Boulevard

Spanish Fort, AL 36527

Dr Wilham Plunkett

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

P.O Box 311

Auburn, AL 36831 - 0311

Fish and Wildhie Services
Region 4

1208 B Main Sirect
Daphne, AL 36526-4419

USACE

Bnan Zeltle

Planning Division
109 St Joseph Strect
Mobile, AL 36602

Sherman Guyion, Mayor
City of Gadsden

P Q. Box 267

Gadsden, Alabama 35902

Patrick Simms, CEQ
Etowah County Commission
800 Forrest Avenue
Gadsden, Al. 35901

Alabama Highway Department
1409 Coliseum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110

Alabama Histoncal Commission
458 South Perry Street
Monlgomery, AL 36104

National Park Service
Southeast Region

100 Alabama Street, SW
Allanta, GA 30303

Charlie Stockman

National Park Service

Rivers and Trails Conservation Program
1201 Eye Street, NW " {floor
Washington D.C 20005

National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Service Division
Room 8202 NGS/12

1315 East-West Hwy

Silver Spning, MD 20910-3282

USEPA

Anel Rios Bullding

1200 Pennsylvania Ave , NW
Washington, D C, 20004




$ Strategic Planning Department

Three Commercial Place
Norfolk South

3 Commergalelg?agrpomlon Norfolk, VA 23510-9207
Norfolk, VA 23510-9207 (757) 629-2679

November 6, 2012

—

RE: STB Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), The Alabama Great Southern Railroad
Company - Abandonment — in Gadsden, Etowah County, Alabama.

STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X). Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Railway
Company - Abandonment — in Gadsden, Etowah County, Alabama.

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad (AGS) plans to request authonty from the Surface
Transportation Board (STB) to abandon a segment of rail line between Mileposts 2.40 AG and
5.50 AG, and Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Rallway Company (TAG), plans to request
authonity from the STB to abandon a segment of rail line between 1 15 miles of rail line between
Mileposts TA 90 30 and TA 91.45, for a fotal of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned Both
segments are located in the Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. AGS and TAG are both
wholly-owned subsidianes of NSR.

Enclosed is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report {Report) which describes the
proposed abandonment and other pertinant information. A map of the proposed track
abandonment can be found in Appendix A of this report. Appendix B of this report lists the
various agencies receiving it.

The railroads do not anticipate adverse environmental impacts, however, if you identify any
adverse environmental effecls please describe the aclions that would assist in alleviating them
Please provide us with a writien response indicating any concerns or lack thereof, which will be
mncluded in the Report and sent to the Surface Transportation Board (STB).

This Report is being provided so that you may submit information that will form the basis for the
STB's independent environmental analysis of the proceeding. If you believe any of the
information is incorrect, if you think pertinent information 1s missing, or if you have any questions
about the Board's Environmental Review process, please contact the Section of Environmentai
Analysis (SEA) by telephone at (202) 245-0295 or by mail to.

Surface Transporiation Board,
395 E Street, S.W., Room 1106
Washington DC 20423-0001

Please refer to the above Docket when contacting the STB. Applicable statules and regulations
impose stningent deadlines for processing this action For this reason your written comments
(with a copy to us) would be appreciated within three weeks

Your comments will be considered by the Board in evaluating the environmental impacts of the
contemplated action In order for us to consider your input prior to filing with the STB, we must

Operating Subsidiary Norfolk Southem Railway Company




receive your comments within three weeks. Please provide information to Kearston St. Dennis

by email at Kearston.StDennis@nscorp.com, or by mail to:

Kearston St Dennis
Coordinator-Abandonments
Norfolk Southern Corporation
Strategic Planning Department
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, VA 23510

Sincerely,

Qy—z —

Marcellus C. Kirchner

Drirector Strategic Planning

The Alabama Great Southern Railroad Company
Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia Rallway Company



mailto:Kearston.StDennis@nscoro.com

'ﬂ ?

Norfolk Southem Cerporation Director Strategic Planning
Three Commaercial Place (757) 629-2679
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-8202 (757) 823-5807 FAX

May 17, 2012

U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service — Region 4
Century Center
1875 Century Boulevard

Atlanta, GA 30345 9\ S () -‘('A ~-OS (a2

RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 335X), Norfolk Southem Railway Company -
Abandonment — in Etowah County, Alabama

Dear Sir or Madam.

Norfolk Southern Railway Company is considering the abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line
between Mileposts 2 40 AG and 5.50 AG, and 1.15 miles of rail line between TA 90.30 to TA
91.45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are located in the
Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. A map is included delineating the area under
consideration.

During the removal of track and materials, if any, Norfolk Southem does not anticipate the
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southem right of way should be needed to
facilitate operations In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed. There are
four bridges crossing waterways on the line. Dunng the removal of track and matenals the
bridges may be removed; however, any debrs or other material will be removed from the
area, preventing any of the material from entering waterways. Norfolk Southem will also
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutants from
entering surrounding waterways.

Should Norfolk Southern abandon the rail segment, the approval of the Surface
Transportation Board is required. In addition, Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (8i) and
(8ii) require Norfolk Southern to address the following statements-

(i) “Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service state whether
the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or areas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, descnbe the
effects "

()  “State whether wildlife sanctuaries of refuges, National or State parks or
forests will be affected, and describe any effects.”

Operaling Subsidiary. Norfalk Southorn Rallway Company




Norfolk Southern believes that our actions wili not adversely impact any endangered or
threatened species and their habitats or wildlife sanctuaries and parks; however we would
appreciate your review and input. Please direct your responses and questions to Kearston
Comegys at Kearston.Comegys@nscorp.com or mail tor

Kearston Comegys, Coordinator Abandonments
Strategic Planning — 12" Floor

Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Commercial Place

Norfolk, VA 23510

Very truly vours,

=

Marcellus C. Kirchner

Attachment

U.8. Fish und Wildlife Service
ﬁ 12081t Muwn Sweet — Daphne, Aldbama 36526
ey Phone 251-441-5181 Fax 251-431-6222

No ledemlly listed species/criien] habital are known Lo occur in the

. project area As described, the project will have no significan unpact on
lish and wildhle resources. 1IIF PROJECT DIESIGN CHANGES ARE
MADE, PLEASE SUBMIT NIZW PLANS FOR REVIEW We

i recommend use of hest managemeni prictices specific to your project

\gplim Pearson, Field Superwisor Date E '



mailto:Kearston.ComeQvs@nscorp.com
http://www.fw%3c%5ev/diinhne/sectioa7/hmp.himl

PHONE (256) 549-5300
TOLL FREE 1-866-314-7660

FAX (256) 549-5400

JOBE "JOEY™ N, STATUM, IV, District 1
PERRY W GWIN, District 2

LARRY V. PAYNE, Dislirict 3

JEFF OVERSTREET, District 4

CAROLYN H PARKER, Disirict 5

TIMN CHOATE, Disinci 8

PATRICK SIMMS, Chief Executva Officer
JAMES E TURNBACH, County Atlomey

Marcellus C Kirchner

Norfolk Southern Corporation

Three Commercial Place

Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9202

May 21, 2012

Dear Mr. Kirchner,

Etowah County does not have any planmng jurisdiction inside the city limits.

Thank you for your consideration.

Singerely,

Patrick Simms, CEO
Etowah County Commission

800 FORREST AVENUE * GADSDEN, ALABAMA 35901 + www.clowahcounty.org



http://www.clowahcounty.org

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, MOBILE
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
BIRMINGHAM FIELD OFFICE
218 SUMMIT PARKWAY, SUITE 222
HOMEWOOD, ALABAMA 35209

Date _ &4~ f

Dear Applicant:

We are in receipt of your request/applicauon 1o __M
/

Your request/application has been assigned project file number

SAM-20/0 QM&M 15 nlso wdentified as _{(/42__#5/&_ W
@ hoan, Lo Abancl b ymbrre”

Your pmjc/lns becn assigned to Project Manager w {

You may contact lnmvher. esther by telephone al (205) 290-9096, by email at

Wﬂ 77 ﬁe /f (@ usace army.mil or by maul at
[/
218 Summit Parkway Suite 222, Homewood, Alabama 35209,

P’lease help us help you, and take a moinent to vasit out websile at

hhtp://www.sam.usace army.mil/RD/reg/ and complete our customer satisfaction Survey

Sincerel y,

z Cindy J House-Pearson

[Ficld Office Manager
Regulatory Division



http://www.sam.usaceamiv.niil/RD/rep/

Comegxs, Kearston

From: Belh Walls [Walls.Beth@epamail epa.gov]

Sent: Friday, May 25, 2012 8 44 AM

To: Comegys, Kearsion

Cc: walls beih@epa gov, Heinz Mueller

Subject: Docket No. AB-280 (Sub No. 335X}, Norfolk Southern Railway Company — Abandonment —in

Etowah County, Al

Dear Mr. Comegys

| am responding on behall of Heinz Mucller (addressee) regarding Mr. Marcellus Kirchner’s May 17, 2012,
leuter to US. EPA, Region 4, requesting EPA’s review of the proposcd 4.25 mile rail line abandonment project
in Gadsden City, Elowah County, Alabama Mr. Kirchner requested EPA direct our response 10 you

According 10 the above referenced letier, NS is proposing to abandon 3 10 miles of raul line between railway
Mileposts (MP) 2.40 AG and 5.50 AG and 1 5 miles of rail linc between MP TA 90 30 to TA 91.45 The leticr
indicates the proposed action will not involve new road construction, dredging, nor fill deposition, and the
underlying road bed will not be disturbed The letter indicates four existing bndges crossing waterways may be
removed as pari of this acuon Ths letter requested EPA’s advice as 10 whether a Clean Water Action (CWA)
Section 402 permit would be needed.

The requirement (or a CWA penmit is tniggered by the presence of CWA-delined waters. While the enclosed
DcLorme Street Atlas map does nol depict the presence of the four above referenced bridges and waterways, 11
docs depict the presence of a larger unnamed surface water body. This unnamed surface watcr body potentially
could be the receiving stream for the waterways referenced above. Thus, there 1s a potential for CWA-defined
waters 10 be impacted  The letter indicates no dircet discharges into CWA-defined waters is anticipated 1o be
associated with the proposed action. For example, the leiter indicates any debris or other material associated
with the bridge deconstructions will be collected and removed. But, there may be the potential for storm-waler
rclated runoft associated with the proposed action to impact CWA-defined waters.

Because EPA has delepaied its CWA program implementation 10 the Siate of’ Alabama (Alabama Department
of Environmental Management (ADEM)), compliance with ADEM’s CWA dclegated program 15 sullicient to
meet federal requirements. | recommend contacting ADEM’s permitting unit staff, contact information 1s

available at hup://adem alabama,gov/programs/water/default cnt .

Additionally, | would recommend NS also contact the appropriate City of Gadsden department responsible for
implementing the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) program  The City is required to obtain a
MS4 permut from the State. EPA anucipates NS, as a corporate citizen, would be reluciant for any of its
aclivities 10 possibly causc the City 1o be unable to comply wilh 1ts MS4 permit requircments  To obtain a City
contact, the ADEM permitting unit s1afl should be able 1o guide you as to whether this latter recommendation is
necessary.

Sincerely,

Beth Walls
Environmental Scientist,
404-562-8309 & walls.bethiepa.pyy
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Region 4, NEPA Program Office
Sam Nunn AFC, 61 Forsyth St ,

Atlanta, Ga 30303-8960
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— m Marcelius C. Kirchner

Norfolk South ) Director Strategic Planning
Lo/ plal uihem Corpora on
(757) 629-2679

Three Commaorclal Pla
Norlolk, Virginia 23510-8202 (757) 823-5807 FAX
May 17, 2012 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

. A Department of the Army permit will not be
Brian Zettles required fo
United States Amy Corps of Engineers % ryour DZ’M azs pém//p"sed
Mobile District, Planning Dvision ? é_/
108 St Joseph Street PROJECT MANAGER % S
Mobile, AL 36602 REGULATORY DIVISION

RE  Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment ~ in Elowah County, Alabama

Dear Mr Zellles:

Norfolk Southem Railway Company i1s considering the abandonment of 3 10 miles of rail line
between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5 50 AG, and 1.15 miles of rail line between TA 80.30 o TA
91.45, for a total of 4.25 miles of rail ine to be abandoned. Both segments are located in the
Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. A map 1s included delineating the area under
consideration

Dunng the removal of track and matenals, if any, Norfolk Southern does not anticipate the
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill. Only existing
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southem right of way should be needed to
facilitate operations. In addition, the underlying roadbed will not be disturbed. There are
four bridges crossing waterways on the line. During the removal of track and matenals the
bridges may be removed, however, any debris or.other matenal will be removed from the
area, preventing any of the material from entenng waterways. Norfolk Scuthern will also
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any pollutants from
entenng surrounding waterways

Should Norfolk Southem abandon the ral segment, the approval of the Surface
Transportation Board is required In addifion, Federal Regulation 49 C.F.R. 1105.7 (Sii)
requires Norfolk Southern to address the following statement:

(1) “Based on consulifation with the U.S Ammy Corps of Engineers, state whether
permits under Seclion 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C 1344) are
required for the proposed action and whether any designated weilands or 100
year flood plans will be affected. Describe any effects ”

Norfolk Southem believes that our actions will have no impact to designated wetlands or 100
vear flood plains; however, we would appreciate your review and input  In addiion, please
advise based on the above information if a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

- Nnaralinn Quhaldlary: Narplk Southurn Railway Company
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Lance R. LeFiLeun
DirecTor

| \F. RoBeRT J. BENTLEY
GovERNOR

Alabama Department of Environmental Management
adem.alabama.gov

1400 Col'seum Bivd  36110-240C w» Post Office Box 301463

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1463
(334) 271 7700 = FAX {334) 271-7950

June 26,2012

KEARSTON COMEGYS, COORDINATOR ABANDONMENTS
NORFOLK SOUTHERN CORPORATION

STRATEGIC PLANNING - 12™ FLOOR

3 COMMERCIAL PLACE

NORFOLK, VA 23510

RE: Docket No A13-290 (Sub-No 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company
Abandonment - in Etowah, Alabama
Etowah County (055)

Dear Ms. Comegys.

The Depariment’s Water Division (WD) has reviewed the information you sent us regarding the above-
referenced project. You had requesied that we review this information and provide comments

Attached, please find a copy of WID’s proposed project/activity review inlormalion

I hope this information 1s useful. 1l'you have any questions or nced additional information, please contact
me by emuail at gfim@adem.sateal.us or by phone at (334) 394-4317.

Sincerely,

ruld Martin
Techmeal StaiY
Construction Permiis Sectio
Stormwater Managemeni Branch
Water Division

GFM File PREV
Enclosure:  Proposcd Project/Activity Review Information

Copy of Review Request Leuter
Construction Stormwater NOI
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Birmingham Branch Docatur Branch Moblla Branch Mobile-Coastn)

110 Vuican Rond 2715 Sandiin Roao, S W 2204 Penmaier Road 4171 Commandars Dnvo
Birmingham Al 352004702 Decatur, AL 35603-1333 Mobile, AL 35615-1131 Mablle, AL 36615-1121
{205} pA2-0168 1256) 3531713 (251) 450-340D 1251) 432 8533

{205) D41 1603 (FAX) {256) 340-9359 (FAX) 1251) 479 2593 {FAX) {251) 432-6598 (FAX)
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ADEM CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER
PROPOSED PROJECT/ACTIVITY REVIEW INFORMATION

The Department has 1eceived and evaluated the inlormation you sent us regarding the above-referenced project. You had
requested that we review this information and provide comments

Please note that State law and ADEM regulations require that appropriste; effective Best Management Pracuces (BMPs)
for the control of pollutants in siormwater run-off be fully implemented and maintamed as needed for all construction and
land disturbance activitics regardless of permit status or size of the disturbance 1o prevent/mininmze discharges of
sediment and other pollutants (o waters of the State of Alabama

A "water of the state” is broadly defined as [§ 22-22-1(b)X2), Code of Alabama 1975, as amended] “All waters of any
river, stream, watercourse, pond, lake, coastal, ground, or surface water, wholly or partially within the state, natural or
artficial This does not inclwde waters which are entirely confined and retained completely upon the properly of a single
indwidual, partnershap. or corporation unless such waiers are used i interstate commerce ™ Discharges of pollutants
resulting from faiture 1o implement and maintain effectuve BMPs are considered unpermitted discharges to stale waters.

Please be advised that pursuant 1o EPA rules and ADEM Construction General Permit (CGP) ALR100000, the operator
or owner 1s required 1o apply for and maimam valid National Pollutant Discharge Ehmination Sysiem (NPDES) coverage
for stormwater discharges pnior 10 beginning construction or regulated land disturbanee that will equal or exceed one (1)
acre in size. The regulations also requirc NPDES registration for disturbance activities lgss than one (1) acre that are part
of, adjacent to, or associated with a larger common plan of development or sale, that may eventually cqual or exceed one
(1) acre, or 1l less than one (1) acre in size 1l stormwater discharges have reasonable potential to be a sigmificant
contributor of pollutants 10 a water of the Stawe or have reasonable poicntial lo cause or contribuie to a violation of
applicable Alabama water quahty siandards as deiermined by the Depariment  In addiuon, a Consiruction Best
Management Practices Plan (CBMPP) is required to be submitied for priorty construction sites as delined m the CGP
The regulated construction disturhance also includes, but is not limited to, associated areas ulilized for support activitics
such as velucle parking. cquipiment or supply storage arcas, inaterial stockpiles, temporary office areas, and access roads,
and pre-construction. activities performed in advance or in support of construction such as logging, clearing, and
dewatering  Please be advised that an operator or owner must retain NPDES permit coverage until all disturbance
acuvity, including phascd construction, is complete,

Additional ADEM air, land, and/or water peninits for discharges and regulated impacts resulting from the operation of the
completed lacility may be required.

Effective Best Management Practices (BMPs), as provided in the Alebama Handbook For Erosion Control, Sedunent
Control, And Stormnvater Managemems On Constructions Sites And Urban Areas, as amended, Alabama Soil and Water
Conservation Committee (ASWCC), lor prevenuon and control of nonpoint sources of pollutants must be implemented
prior 1o, during, and aficr project implementation. Immediately after completion of the project, effective measures to
ensurc permanent revegetation, cover, and/or effective stormwaler qualily remedialion must be implemented and
mamtained The CGP requires that a CBMPP 10 reduce pollutant discharges to the maximum extent practicable be
preparcd by a quahified credentialed professional (QCP) as defined in the CGP, and retained onsite.  [nformation
regarding construction activities forms, and other helpful mformation is available on the ADEM WeblPage at
hup./Avww.adem.stale.al.us/programs/water/constructionstormwater.cnt

Tennessee River Watershed - In order 1o determine whether this project should be covered under an exisiing CWA
Section 404, Nauonwide, or General Permit, or Letter of Pernussion, you should coatact the U. S. Arny Corps of
Engincers, Nashville Distriet by mail at PO Box 1070, Nashville, TN 37202-1070 or by phone at (615) 736-5181.
Facilities covered under a U.S. Army Corps of Engincers Individual 404 Permit, Nationwide or General Permit. or Letter
of I'ermussion must apply for NPDES stormwater coverage from ADEM, il construction or land disturbance above the
Ordinary thigh Water Mark, or any non-dredge/fill operations below the Ordinary High Water Mark and associated
upland dredge disposal sites that will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that are part of a larger common plan off
development or sale in which diswrbed acreage will eventually equal or exceed (1) acre

Rev 3/1/05 Page | of 2
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All Other Alabama Waiersheds - In order to determine whether this project should be covered under an existing CWA
Section 404, Nationwide, or General Permil, or Letier of Permussion, you should contact the US Anny Corps of
Engincers, Mobile District by mail at PO Box 2288, Mobile, AL 36628-0001 or by phone at (251) 690-2658. Faciliues
covered under a U.S Army Corps of Engincers Individual 404 Pernut, Nationwide or General Permit, or Letter of
Permussion must apply for NPDES stormwater coverage from ADEM, if construction or land disturbance above the
Ordinary High Water Mark, or any non-dredge/fill operations below the Ordinary High Water Mark and associated
upland dredge disposal sites that will equal or exceed one (1) acre or that are part of a larger common plan of
development or sale m which disturbed acreage will eventually equal o1 exceed (1) acre.

ADEM's Coastal Program manages uses and activilies having the potential to significantly impact the coastal portions of
Alabama and/or its resources The Coastal Area 15 comprised of only a portion of Mobile and Baldwin countics and is
defined as the lands and waters scaward of the continuous ten-fool contour.  ADEM issues Coastal Programs Non-
Regulated Use Permits for commercial and residenuial developments greater than 5 acres in size, construction on Gulf-
fronumg properties intersected by the Construction Control Line, and groundwater wells that exceed 50 gallons per
minute of water withdrawal ADEM also must cerufy that permits 1ssued by federal and slate agencies, and projects
conducted by those agencies, are consistent with the Coasial Program  ADEM accomplishes this by reviewing
applications for permits submitted to other agencies. Therefore, it is recommended that applicants having development
plans, or even consulering development in the Coastal Area, consult with ADEM Coastal Program stalf as soon as
possible in the project development stage so that the applicant can leain of applicable requirements  Questions involving
projects 1n the coastal area should be directed to the ADEM Coastal OlTice in Mobile

You may also wish to contact. (1) the US Fish & Wildlife Service and the Alabama Department of Conservation &
Natural Resources. These are the Federal and State agencies, respecuvely, that have pnimacy and statutory authority to
address potential impacts to endangered or threatened species, (2) the Office Of Water Resources. Alabama Department
of Economic and Community Affairs, which is the Siate agency with primacy and statulory authorily to address potential
water quantity concems or 1ssucs, {3) the State Fire Marshall and the Alabama Department of Industrial Relations which
are the State agencies with primacy and statutory authority to address potential safety considerations regarding blasting,
(4) the Alabama Department of Industrial Relauons which requires permit coverage and reclamation bonding for most
non-coal minmg sies, (5) the Alabama Historical Comnussion which is the State agency with prunacy and statutory
authorily to address preservanion or potential impacts 10 surrounding or onsite historical or archacological sites, {6) your
local county health depariment for issues related to onsite sewage management, and (7) your local municipal or county
government, or local zoning and planning agency, if applicable, for additional approvals that may apply o your project,

In recognition that projccis are sile specific in nature and conditions can change during project implementation, the
Deparument reserves the right to require the submission of additional information or requirc additional management
measures to be implemented, as nccessary on a case-by-case basis, in order 10 ensure the protection of water quality
Responsibulity for comphance with ADEM rules and peninit requirements are not delegable by contract or otherwise. The
operator or owncr must ensure compliance. Any violations resulting from the actions of such person may subjcct the
operator/owner to enforcement action

ADEM permutung decisions are predicated on current regulatory requircinents, established engineering standards and
technical considerations, best management practices information, and formal administrative procedures in conformance
with Deparimental regulations and applicable Alabama law. Issuance of permit coverage by ADEM acither precludes
nor negates an operatorfowner’s responsibility or liability 10 apply for, obtain, or comply with other ADEM, federal,
state, or local govermnent permits, ceruifications, licenses, or other approvals  ADEM permit coverage does not convey
any property righis in either real or personal property, o1 any exclusive puvileges, nor does it authorize any mjury to
persons or properly or mvasion of other private riglts, trespass, or any imfringement of Federal, State, or local laws or
rcgulations.

Il yotr have any questions or need additional mformation regarding construction stormwater pernutting, please contact the
Water Division m Monigomery at (334) 271-7700 or cswmail@adem.staie al us
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Marcellus C. Kirchner
Director Strategic Planning
(757) 629-2679

(757) 823-5807 FAX

May 17, 2012

State EPA

Directors Office

P.O. Box 301463
Montgomery,. AL 36130

RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company -
Abandonment — in Etowah County, Alabama

Dear:Sir or Madam:

Norfolk Southern Raitway Company is considering the abandonment of 3.10 miles of rail line
between Mileposts 2.40 AG and 5. 50 AG,.and 1:15 miles of rail line between, TA 90300 TA
91.45, for a total of 4 25 miles of rail line to be abandoned. Both segments are located in the
Gadsden area in Etowah County, Alabama. A map is included delinealing the area under.
consideration.

‘During the removal of track and matefials, i any. Norfolk Southem'does not anticipate the
use of any new access roads, the need to conduct dredging, or the use of fill, Only existing
public and private access roads and the Norfolk Southem right of way should be needed to
facilitate operations In addition, the underlylng roadbed will not be disturbed. There are
four bridges crossing waterways on the line During the removal of track and materials the
bridges may be removed; however, any debris or other material wili be removed from the
area, preventing any of the material from entefing waterways. Norfolk Southern will also-
take all measures to prevent and/or control the occurrence of spills or of any poliutants from
entering surrounding waterways

Should Norfolk Southern abandon the rail segment; the approval of the Surface
Transportation Board is required In addition, Federal Regulations 49 C.F.R. 1105.7'(9i)
and (9ui) require.Norfolk Southern to address the following statements:

(i) “Based on consultation with the State Water quality officials, state
- whether the proposed action is consistent with applicable
Federal, State or local water quality standards. Describe any
inconsistencies "

(i)  State whether permits under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act 33
U.8.C.1342 are required for the proposed action.”




Norfolk Southern believes that our actions will be consistent:with Federal, State and
local water quality standards; however we would appreciate your review and input. In
addition, please advise based on the above information if a Section 402 permit'under
the Clean Water Act.(33 U S C 1342) is required and the individual to be.contacted in
such case. Please direct your responses and questions to Kearston Comegys at

Kearston.Comegy§@nscor p.com or mail to:

Kearston Comegys, Coordlnator Abandonments

Strategic Planning — 12" Floor
Norfolk-Southern Corporation
-3 Commercial Place

Norfolk, VA 23510

Very truly yours,

Marcellus C. Kirchner

Attachment
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NOTICE OF INTENT - GENERAL PERMIT NUMBER ALR100000

NPDES PERMIT NUMBER ALRIV000D [S A GENERAL PERMIT AUITIORIZING DISCIARGES ANMOQCILAVIED WITH
CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES THAT RESULT IN A TOTAL LAND DISTURBANCE OF ONE ACKE OR GREATER AND
STTES LESS TILAN ONIE ACKE BUT ARE PART OF 3 LARGER COMMON PLAN OR DEVELOPMENT OR SALE
. PR AL -°.r. E]
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Maitto:  Alabama Depaciment of Environmental Management
Water Division
PPust Ofice Dox 301463
Monigomery, Alabama 36130-1463
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PLEASEE COMPLETE ALL QUESTIONS. RESPOND VITH “N/A” AS APPROPRIATE. INCOMPLETE OR INCORRECT
ANMWERS, OR MISSING SIGNATURES WILL DELAY PROCESSING. IF SPACE IS INSUFFICIENT, CONTINUE ON AN
ATTACHED SHEET(S) AS NECESSARY. ATTACH CBMPP AND OTHER INFORMATION AS NEEDED PLEASE TYPE OR
PRINT LEGIBLY IN INK

I PERMITTHE INFORMA ITON  fnnal E| Modficadim [] lansfer [ Renewat O Previous ALR

Permuttee Name Responsible Official Phone Number

Responsible Owner/Operator o ()fﬁu:‘inl. and Tile Responaible Oificial E-Mail Address )
Responsible Official (RO} Siseet/Physical Address Cuy, State, und Zip Code

Responsible Offcial (RO) Maling Address City, Srare, and Zap Conle

11 FACILITY INFORMATION

Facility/Site Name Facility Contact and Tide
Facility Street Address o Locauon Descripuon Facility Contact Phune Number
Fucility Fro-w Gate Latnude and Longinude Cuy Zip Code County(s)

Directions to the Site

1. ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION
Brief Descnption of Construction / Land disturbance actvity(s)

Area of the Permured site: T'oral sire area in acres- Toral disrurbed area in acres

IV RECEIVING WATERS

Tast name of recerving water(s), lauude & longirude {decimal or dep,mn,sec) of locaton(s) that run-off enters the recewing warer, and the
waterbody classification. .

Receiving Wacer Latnude Longirude Waterbody Classificanion

ADEM Form 24 11-11 doc Page 1 ol 2
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V, PRIORITY CONSTRUCTION SI'IT3

Is this a Prionry Construcnon Sue?  Yes [J No [J ! yes, suach/submit a copy of the CBMPR

" FACILITY MAP

Please armach 4 USGS ropographuc map showang the locanon of the Faciiny including ste boundanes

VI QUALIFIED CREDENTIALLD PROFESSIONAL (QCP) CERTTFICATION

“1 cerufy untler penalty of law that a comprehensive Construction Best Management Practices Plan (CBMPP) {or the prevention and
munuruzation of all sources of pollurion in stormwater and authonzed related process wastevwnater runoff has been prepared under my
supervision for this sire/acnwiey, and associared regulated areas/activinies  The CBMPP meets the requirements of this perrit and of
properly implemented and mamtained by the operator, dischasges ot polluranis i stnrmwater nunofi can reasonably be expected to be
cffectively minumuzed to the maximum extent pracucable according to the requirements of ADEM Admuusirauve Code Chaprer 335-6-6-
23 and thus Permit ‘The CBMI'P descnbes the erosion and sedunent contzol measures that must be fully unplemented and regularly
maintamed as needed at the permitted sice in accordance with sound sediment and erosion control practices to ensure the protecion of
wates qualuy ”

QCP Deugnauon/ Descniption.

Adddress Registmbon / Cernlication.
Name and Title {type or Pani) Phone Number
Signature Dare Signed

VIl OPERATOR - RESPONSIBLE OFFICLAL SIGNATURE

Pursuant to ADEM Admimstrauve Code Rule 335-6-6-,09, this NOI must be signed by a Responsible Offical of the permutiee who 1s the
eperator, owner, the sole proprictor of a sole propnietorship, a general/controlling member or pariner, a ranking elected official or other
duly authorized representanve for a unit of government; or an execunve oilicer uf at least the level of vice-president for a corporauon,
having overall responsibility and decision making for the site/acavity "1 eerufy under penalty of law that this [orm, the CBMPP, and all
auachments weze prepared undesr my dizecnon or supervision in accordame with a sysiem designed to assure that qualified personnel
properly guthered and evaluated the information submitzed Based on my inquiry of the qualified credenualed professional (QCP) and
other person or persons who manage the system or those persons direcilv responsible for gathening the informanon, the informaron
subrmtted 15, 1o the best of my knawlecge and belief, true, accurate, correct, and complete. T um aware thar there are significant penalues
for subiutung false mionmauon includmg the possilulity of fine or impnsonment for knowing violauons [ ceruly that (dus form has not
been altered, and if copied or reproduced, is consistent in format and dentical n content to the ADEM approved form 1 further cernly
thar the proposed discharges described in chus registration have been evaluared for the presence of any non-construcnon und/or
caal/maneral mumng stormwatcr, or process wastewaters have been fully wlennfied

Name and Tule (type or Pring) Official Tide

Signarure Date Signed

ADEM Form 24 11-11 doc Page 2 0f 2
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United States Department of Agriculture

GNRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Senvice Telephone’ (334) 887-4559
2 0. Box 311

3381 Skyway Dnve

Aubum, AL 36830

May 29, 2012

Kearston Comegys, Coordinalor Abandonments
Strategic Planning-12" Floor,

Norfolk Southern Corporation

3 Commerciai Place

Norfolk, VA 23510

RE: Docket No AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X), Norfolk Southern Railway Company-
Abandonment- Etowah County, AL

Dear Mr Comegys-

Enclosed is soils information {or the proposed abandonment of'3 10 miles of rail line located in
the city of Gadsden in Etowah County, Alabama The proposed arca does nol contain prime farm
land soil map units. Additionally, the proposed Rail line is located in the city cooperate limits
and 15 exempl and docs not contain “pnme farmland” under the definition of the Natural
Resources Conservation Service nor that of the Deparimental Regulation 9500-3.

Please advise if additional information is needed.

Sincerely,

Lawxence & McGhice
LAWRENCE MCGHEE
Assistant State Sol Scientist

Enclosure

cc:
Milton Tuck, Resource Soil Scicentist, NRCS, Tuscaloosa. AL

Helping People Help the Land
An Cauat Opportundy Provider and Employar
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Farmland Classification-Etowah County, Alabama

MAP LEGEND
Area of Interest (AOI) [ Prime farmiand if
| Area of Interest (AOI) subsoiled, completely
" removing the root
Soils inhibiting soil layer
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] Prime farmland if imgated
[ Allareas are prime and reclaimed of excess
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[] Prime farmiand it Snporience
protected from flooding or [] Farmiand of local
not frequently flooded importance
during the growing season [] Farmiand of unique
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[] Prime tarmiand if drained - ke
and either protected from  Pplitical Features
flooding or not frequently ies
flooded during the growing °
oo Water Features
[ Prime tarmiand if imgated irasens and Canals
and drained
"]  Prmefarmiand f imigated  Transportation
and either protected from ol Rails
floeding or nat frequently
flooded dunng the growing A~ Interstate Highways
season
o~ US Routes

MAP INFORMATION

Map Scale. 1:22,700 if printed on A size (8.5" x 11") sheet.

The soil surveys that compnse your AOl were mapped at
1:20,000.

Please rely on the bar scale on each map sheet for accurate map
measurements.

Source of Map:  Natural Resources Conservation Service
Web Soil Survey URL.  hitp //websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov
Coordinate System: UTM Zone 16N NADS83

This product is generated from the USDA-NRCS certified data as
of the version date(s) listed below.

Soil Survey Area: Etowah County, Alabama
Survey Area Data: Version 4, Nov 18, 2009

Date(s) aerial images were photographed. 6/15/2006
The orthophoto or other base map on which the soil lines were
compiled and digitized probably differs from the background

imagery displayed on these maps. As a result, some minor shifting
of map unit boundaries may be evident.

E Natural Resources
Conservation Service

Web Soil Survey

National Cooperative Soil Survey

5/29/2012
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ATTACHMENT 2
CONSULTING AGENCY RESPONSES TO
ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT

(POST-CIRCULATION)




STATE OF ALABAMA

Al_LABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION
A68 SouTtH PERRY STRECT
MON1GOMERY, ALABAMA 381 300900

FRANK'W WHITE TiEL 334-242-3184
ExEcumivic DIRECTOR Fax 334-240-3477

December 6, 2012

Marcellus C. Kirchner
MNorfolk Southern

Stracegic Planning Departmenc
Three Commercial Place
Norfolk, Virginia 23510-9207

Re:  AHC 13-0200
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 335X)
STB Docket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)
Abandonments in Gadsden
Etowah County, Alabama

Dear Mr. Kirchner:

Upon review of the proposed project, we have determined that we shall nced more
information to continue our review. Please advise us as to how many bridges of the type at
Milepost 2.9 and 4.6 still exist in the state and i1s this a common design. We concur with the
remainder of the project.

Woe appreciate your efforts on this project Should you have any questions, please contact
Joseph Glazar at (334) 230-2653. Please have the AHC wacking number referenced above
available and include it wath any correspondence

Truly yours,

lioasahlrnram____

Elizabeth Ann Brown
Deputy State Historic Preservauon Officer

EAB/GCR/gcr

THE STATE HISTORMC PRLSLRVATION O | ICL
VWAWW,IIRCSLUVEALA NG




BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, DC

STB Dacket No. AB-290 (Sub-No, 335X)

THE ALABAMA GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION —
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

STB Dacket No. AB-290 (Sub-No. 340X)

TENNESSEE, ALABAMA AND GEORGIA RAILWAY COMPANY
— ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION -~
IN GADSDEN, ETOWAH COUNTY, ALABAMA

JOINT VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPT ABANDONMENT

DRAFT NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
|[CAPTION SUMMARY/|




DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Surfacc Transportation Board
[Docket No AB 290 (Sub-No. 335X) and AB 290 (Sub-No. 340X)]|
The Alubama Great Southern Railroad Company—Abandonment Exemption—in Gadsden.
Litowah County. Alabama:
and
Tennessce. Alabama, and Geergla Railway Compuny—Abandonment Exemption—in Gadsden.
Etowah County. Alabama

The Alabama Great Southern Ralroad Company (“AGS™). and Tennessee, Alabama. and
Georgia Railway Company (“TAG"™) — both wholly-uowned railroad subsidiaries ol Nortolk
Southern Railway Company ("NSR™) — have iled a verified notice of exemption pursuant o
49 C.I.R. part 1152. subpart IF (Exempt Abandonments and Discontinuances ol Service and
Trackage Rights) to abandon approximately 4.25 miles of interconnected rail line (the “Line™)
located in Gadsden. Etowah County, Alubama  Specilically. AGS will abandon approximately
3 10 miles of ral line (the "AGS Scgment™) extending between milepost 2,40 AG (near Cabot
Ave in Gadsden) and milepost 5.50 AG (near the interseetion ol River and Coosa Streets in
Gadsden); and TAG will abandon approximately 1.15 miles of rail line (the *“TAG Segment™)
extending between milepost TA 90.30 (located between the north end of Brookside Drive and
Owls Hollow Road in Gadsden) and milepost TA 91.45 (at the TAG Segment’s connection with
the AGS Scgment west of N 5" Street in Gadsden). The Line traverses United States Postal
Service Zip Codle territorics 35901 and 35904,

AGS and TAG have ceruliced as tollows: (1) no local tiafTic has moved over the Line o

at lcast 2 vears: (2) there is no overhead traftic on the subject Line (and that any overhead traflic




could be re-routed over other lines in any event): {3) no formal comptaint filed by a user ol ral
service on the Line (or by a state or local government entily acting on behalf of such user)
regaiding cessation of service over the line cither is pending with the Surface Transportation
Board (Board) or with anv U.S. District Cowt or has been decided in lavor ol complamant
within the 2-ycar period: and (4) the requirements at 49 C F.R. § 1105.7(c) {cnvironmental
report). 49 C IF.R. § 1105 11 (transmittal letter), 49 C.F R § 1105 12 (ncwspaper publication),
and 49 C.IL.R. § 1152.50(<)(1) (notice 1o povernmental agencies) have been met.

As a condition to this exemption. any employce adversely affected by the abandonment
shall be protecied under Oregon Short Line Railroad—Abandonment Portion Goshen B3ranch

Between Firth & Amnon, in Bingham & Bonneville Counties. Idaho. 360 1.C.C. 91 {1979). To

address whether this condition adequately protects affected employees. a petition lor pantial
revocation under 49 U.S C. § 10502(d) must be filed

Provided no formal expression of intent 1o file an offer of financial assistance {OFA) has
been received. this exemption will be effective on April 4, 2013, unless stayed pending
rcconsideration. Petitions 10 stay that do not involve cnvironmental issues,? formal expressions

of intent 1o file an OFA under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.27(c)(2).” and trail use/rail banking requests

under 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29 must he filed by . 2013. Petitions to rcopen or requesis lor
public use conditions under 49 C.F.R § 1152.28 must be filed by . 2013, with the

Swiface Tiansportation Board. 395 E Sireet. S W . Washington, DC 20423-0001.

2 The Board will grant a stay 1 an informed decision on environmental issues (whether rmsed by
a party o1 by the Board®s Office of Environmental Analysis {(OEA) n its independent
investigation) cannot be made before the exemption’s effective date. Sec Exempuion of Out-ot-
Serv. Rail Lines. 5 1.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should be filed as soon as
possible so that the Bourd may take appropriate action before the exemption’s eflective date

} Fach OFA must be accompanicd by the filing fee. which is currently set at $1.500. See 49
C F.R. § 1002.2(1(25).




A copy of any petition [iled with the Boaid should be sent e representative of AGS and
TAG. Robent A. Wimbish, Baker & Miller PLLC. 2401 Pennsylvania Ave., NW. Suite 300.
Washington. DC 20037

If the verified nolce contuns false or misleading informaton, the exemption is void ab

AGS and TAG have filed a combined environmentul and histonie report which addresses
the effeais. if any. of the abandonment on the environment and historic resources. OFA will
issuc an environmental assessment (EA) by , 2013. Interested persons may obtain a
copy of the EA by wriling 10 OEA (Room 1100. Surface Transportation Board. Washington. DC
20423-0001) or by calling OLA a1 (202) 245-0305. Assistance for the hearing impaired 1s
available through the Federal Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-833Y. Comments
on environmental and historic preservation matters must be liled within 15 days afier the EA
becomes available to the public,

Environmenial. listoric preservation. public use. or trail use/rail banking conditions will
be imposed. where appropriate. in a subsequent decision

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 C.F.R. § 1152.29(c)(2). AGS and TAG shall lile a notice
of consummation with the Board to signify that cach has exeicised the authority granted and
[ully abandoned 1ts respective segment of the Line. 1f consummation has not been elTected by
the filing of a notice of consummation by . 2014, and there are no legal or regulatory
bairicrs to consummation. the authotity to abandon accorded to AGS and TAG will

automatically expire.




Board decisions and nolices are available on our website at *“WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.”

Decided: . 2013.

By the Board. Rachel D Campbell, Director. Office of Proceedings



http://WWW.STB.DO'f.GOV

